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& Tim. 1: VI. vii. 0 
1 berefore 1 put dhe in rembhy- 


 brance; that thou fur up the gift | 
f God which ig in thee, by 2 


Furcing on of oy HH Hands. | 


For God bath'nat given us the S. 
3 rit of Fels; but of Power, and 7 
. Ne and e Mind. 1 


ppears by event Paf- 
es in this Epiſtle, 
that at the time es 
it was wrote, the Church 
of Chriſt lay under a ſe- 
vere Perſecution; and 
chat he Wogen Death then nearly 
attending St. Paul, who had juſt finiſÞ'd 
his Courſe, and was ready. to depart, and 
was rings all were then exposd to 
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ſet him on exhorting him to Courage. 


paſs for needleis:and-ſuperifigns. 
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who profeſs'd Chriſtianity, made the 
Apoſtle apprehenſive that even I imothy 


* 


might be frighren'd with the Storm 
then hanging over the Church, and 


C—_——_ ww 


to bear up againſt all the Shame anc 


Afflictions he might be brought to by 


adhering to the Goſpel. It may ſeem 
very improper at ſuch a Solemnity as 
this, to take, for the Subject the Ad- 
vice given by the Apoſtle to Timothy, 

on occaſion of the Perſecution the 
Church then laboured under, at a time 
and in a Country where it is eſtabliſh'd 
and ſecur'd by the ſtrongeſt Laws that 


— 


can be deviſed, and heartily counte- 
nancd and encourag'd by the Civil 

overnors; and to talk to the Mini- 
ſters of 2 Church in ſo happy à condi- 
tion, of Courage and Reſolution — 


r 


We find by woful Experiens chat a 
Church protected from the rage of its 
open Adverſaries, may ſuffergrnevouſly 
from its corrupt Members, and that 
beſides the ill Will raiſed in bad Men 
by the oppoſition of the Goſpel to their 
Luſts, aga inſt ſuch Miniſters of Chriſt 
as honeſtly tell them of their Duty; 


3 kd Tok * 
there may happen thoſe: Occaſjons and 


Circum | 
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Circumſtances, when thro the Cun- 
ning and Artifice , of wicked and 
ill-deſigning Men, and thro the blind 
and miſguided Zeal of the Ignorant 
Multitude, there may be room for ex- 
erciſing great Courage and Reſolution 
in ſupporting: the Outcries and Re- 
proaches. thrown on them who will 
neither adulterate nor conceal the plain 
have now ſeen ſuch a fiery Zeal rais d 
to greater heights and more univer- 
ſally ſpred than has för à long time 
been known, and this to the threaten- 
ing the immediate Overthrow of the 
State, and in conſequence of that the 
certain Ruine of the Church, it may 
not be amiſs to exhort all Miniſters of 
Chriſt, that are truly concerned for our 
Religious and Civil Eſtabliſnment, to _ 
go on boldly in the diſcharge of that 
Office to which they have been ſet a- 
part by the impoſition of Hands, not- 
Withſtanding the unjuſt Slanders and 
Aſperſions they meet with from vio- 
lent and unreaſonable Men, from the 
Words of the Apoſtle before us 
Wherefore] put thee in remembrance, 


in. thee by the. putting e lands: 
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For Gad hath not given us the Spirit of 
Fear, but of Power, and of Love and of 
% Bonde) tn ̃7˙ ZX. 
In ſpeaking to which Words, I ſhall 
obſerve the following Method. . 


the Avant uy 2 which 
the Apoſtle here puts Timothy in 
Mind, and that is, the ftirring up the 
: Gift of Gad which mas in him 'by the 
putting on of the Apoſtles Hands. And, 
DC AS NG Sy Eo 


II. I ſhall Obferve the Reaſon or En- 
10 couragement for his ſo doin 2 that 
Cod had not given him the Spirit of 
Tear, bat of Power, and of Love; and 
F a ſoand Mind. „ 0124 


And 1. Of the Duty of which the 


Apoſtle here puts Timothy in mind, and 


that is, the ſtirring up the Gift of God 
which mas in oo / by Fg FS 5 the 
Apoſtles Hands. Where for our rightly 
underſtanding: the Duty enjoyn'd I 


motin, and in him all the Miniſters of 


Chriſt, I ſhall diſtinctly conſider, what 
may be meant by ihe Gift of God the 
Apoſtle here ſpeaks of, how this was 
en him by. the putting on of the Apoſtles 
Hands, and how it was tobe ſtir d * 8 
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And 1. What is here meant by rhe 
: Gift of God. 358 fy MTS e 


No as the intention of the Apoſtle 
here, is to encourage Timothy to diſ- 
charge 3 Office committed 
to him, notwithſtanding the Dangers 
attending ſuch a diſcharge; by the 
Gift of God, muſt be underſtood all 
thoſe Qualifications beſtow d on him to 
enable him to be a ſucceſsful Miniſter 
of Chriſt. And thoſe Qualifications 
Were in the Apoſtles times of two 
ſorts; extraordinary, ſuch as the Gift 
of Tongues, and Power of Miracles of 
whatever kind it was; and ordinary, 
or thoſe meaſures of Knowledge in the 
Goſpel, and Abilities of Underſtanding, 

by which the Miniſters were capacita- 
ted to teach and direct otliers accord- 
ing to their ſeveral 3 Neceſſities, 
and thoſe right diſpoſitions of Mind, 
by which they were excited to do their 
Duty, out of a juſt concern for the 
Glory of God, and the Salvation of 
Men's Souls. Thoſe extraordinary 
Gifts were cheifly deſign'd for the Con- 
verſion of Infidels, at the firſt publica 
tion of the Goſpel, and 2 
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has been farther ſpred, and more gene- 
rally embrac'd, and been put in ſich 
a Method, that Men might be enga- 
ged in a belief of it in a way more a- 
greable to the common Methods of 
Conviction and Inſtruction, they have 
for many Ages ceas'd in the Church 

But thoſe ordinary Gifts, which are 
{et forth in the Scripture as beſtow?d on 


Men by the holy Spirit of God, as well 


as thoſe miraculous Powers, being tilt 
of neceſſary Uſe and Advantage to the 
Church, botli for the daily adding to it 
ſuch as fhall be ſav'd, and for the 


building up and ftrengthening all it's 


true Members in Holineſs and Righte- 
ouſneſs of Life, are ſtill continued, and 
will always be found amongſt Chriſt's 
faithful Stewards till his ſecond Coming 
ain. | p * 4 | | = "74 15 
And tho? the Apoſtle in his Advice 
here 4 partly have an eye to thoſe 
extraordinary Gifts, that they might 
not be withdrawn upon a contempt or 
neglect of them upon proper Occaſions, 
yet even in his directions to Timothy; 
mult he have cheifly regarded thoſe 
ſtanding and ordinary Qualifications 


requir'd in a Miniſter of the Goſpel, as 
being of more frequent uſe, and moſt 


requiring 


=. ) 
requiring to be ſtir'd: upand kept alive 
by proper Methods. 
But in theſe Ages, in which the Spi- 
rit of God beſtows no ſuch extraordina- 
ry Powers on the Paſtours of the 
Church, the due Qualifications of 
Mind, Whether in the Underſtanding 
or Will to a right diſcharge of their 
Office, are the only Giſt of God they 
are concernꝰd either to labour af or 
to ſtir up- . 
We are 4 confer ty how! ib 
Gift mas in Timothy"byt tt 098 '0 
2 Hands of the A . YL rel. 7. 4 
Now :as'to 4 extraordinary Gifts 
of the Spirit, that they were in thoſe 
Ages beſtow'd on the Miniſters of 
Chriſt in a ſenſible and remarkable. 
manner, upon the Apoſtles laying their 
Hands on them, appears probable from 
the account We have A#s 19. of about 
twelve Diſciples who knew only the Bap- 
 tiſns of Fohn,” upon whom when Paul 
had laid ſus Hande, Ab Ghoſt came 
an tham, and th ) ſpake with Jongues and 
 Prophecied; and from that other paſſage 
Hits 8. 15 4 and 17. Der. where We find 
Peter and 25 ooming to Samarin, and 
aying for tlie new Converts, that they 


ae, receive the ws ieh, and Ur : 
| th eir 


( 7 "Dl 10 5 1 
| _ their Hands op ther, upon which it is 
Ui | ſaid, they receiv'd the Holy Ghoſt, On 
= Which occaſion there — have been 
ſome ſenſible proof that they were en- 
1 dad with ſome Power they had not 
3:8 before, from Samon the Magician 2 
fo fully convinꝰ d of it, that he offer d 
11 Money to. the Apoſtles to give biws alſo 
| 7 T that on whomſoever he laid 
Hands they might receive the Haly Ghoſt. 
So thar there is no difficulty why the 
Gift of God, as far as it implies thoſe 
' miraculous Powers, is here ſaid to be in 
Timothy, by the laying on of the Hands 
of the Apoſtle; ſince theſe Powers 
Were ſuch as he could no ways obtain 
hy. any induſtry; of his wn, and were 
.probably beftow'd on him at the very 
time of the Apoſtle's laying, his Hands 
on him to ſet him apart td the Mini- 
Airy, and to beg of God w-queldy him 
tor ſo great an Offs. 

But as we have obferv'd, chat u under 
the Gif: of God here mention id, are 
.compriz'd likewiſe thoſe ordinary Qua- 

lifications that; abe neceſſary to every 

true Goſpel Miniſter and as theſe ſeem 

. to conbht of duch! improvements 
2 5 hon which our on ir 
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6 way towards acquiring, 
1 And 


Lp. —- 
and as they come gradually on Men, 
without our being able to aſſign any 
exact point of time in which they were 
immediately produc'd, it may not be 
an improper Enquiry, how they can 
be faid to be in the Paſtors. or Gover- 
nors of the Church by "impoſition of 

Now to fet this in a clear light, I 
{hall make the following Obfervations. 


I. That the uſe of our own induſtry 
in acquiring ary Chriſtian Grace, does 
not any ways hinder it's being the 
Gift of God: The ' Scripture every 
where teaches us, that we can do no- 
thing truly acceptable itt the Sight of 
God, of our ſelves, but that tis he that 
worketh in us both to will and to do that 
which is good; ſo that no pains or in- 
duſtty of dur own will avail any thing 
without the Aſſiſtance of his Holy Sp- 
rit; and on the other hand, the Word 
of God exhorts us to uſe all Diligence 
and all proper Means to acquire and to 
improve in what is Good; and yet af- 
ter all we have done, directs us to a. 
ſeribe the Glory of Whatever We are 
or have, to God. Whatever Degrees 
then of ſpiritual Knowledge and WiF- 
W B 2 dom 


Swan r n 


life of Holineſs, nor is it uſually done 


dom the Miniſters of Chriſt are arrivd 
at, whatever natural Parts they had 
to capacitate them to arrive at thoſe 
Degrees, and whatever Diligence they 
have exercis'd in uſing and improving 

thoſe Parts, yet as all this would have 
availd nothing towards their acquiring 
any ſaving Knowledge of the Goſpel, 
or becoming good and faithful Paſtors 

of the Church, without the Spirit of 
God going along with and bleſſing their 
Endeavours, they ought with all thank- 
fulneſs and humility to acknowledge 
Whatever Qualifications and Excellen- 


cies they habe, to be the Giſt of God. 


II. We may obſerve that the Chan- 
ges wrought in Men by the Spirit of 
God, are ordinarily done in a Moral, 
Gentle, and imperceptible way, rather 
than by any violent and ſudden Alte- 
ration in the Minds of Men. 


This is what we may obſerve bot 
in the general Converſion of a Sinner, 
and in the reforming any particular vi- 

tious Habit, or acquiring any one that 
is Virtuous: It is not in a Moment that 
a Man paſſes from a life of Sin to a 


by 
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by ſuch a mighty influence of the Holy 
Spirit as looks like the Operation of a 
foreign Agent on the Mind, but it is 
perform'd by repeated Conſiderations 

of thoſe Arguments that are proper to 
work in a Man a ſorrow for, and ha- 
tred of his Sins, and a love and deſire 
of what is Virtuous; it is by making 
one reſolution of Amendment after a- 
nother; it is by watching againſt the 
Occaſions and Temptations that uſed 
to draw him from his Duty; it is by 
graduallybreaking the force of his Luſts; 
it is by firſt exerciſing thoſe Acts of 
Virtue in which he was moſt deficient. 
with great ſtruggles, till by degrees he 
ſinds leſs difficulty in ſo doing, till in 
the end he comes to perform his Duty 
with Eaſe and Pleaſure; and all this 
without being able to aſſign how much 
of this was brought about by the Grace 
of God, or to fix any determinate Point 
of Time at which the entire turn Was 
In like manner in the Caſe before 
us, We are not in theſe latter Ages to 
expect that God ſhould at once pour 
into Men's Minds that meaſure of 
Knowledge and Skill in Spiritual Af 
fairs, or thoſe good Habits that; are 
| | ; neceſlary 


/ 


— «. 


govern any 
or that what aſſiſtance he gives thoſe 


tion, and 


neceſſary in one who is to direct or 
part of the Flock of Chriſt, 


who labour to fit theinfelves for fo Sa- 
cred an Employment, ſhow'd be ſo 


ſenſible as to be diſtingwſh'd from 


their own' Induſtry. and Endeavours : 
But they ate by Reading, by Medita- 


accompliſh themſelves for the Work of 
the Miniſtry, and they may depend 
« the * — bf: God —— — 

perceptibly co-operating with them, 
and bleſſi —— in the 85 uſe 


of all Proper Means. 


a may ret ch cher vue any 
is brought about by a long ſeries 

22 it 1s commonly aſcrib'd 
ok moſt ſolemn or finiſhing Act of 
thoſe Operations, tho? without the o- 
ther Parts of them ic Won rover have 
been brought About. 

F might bring ſoverat Inſtanees of | 
this, both from Tempora and Spiritu- 
at Tranſactions, bur 1'fhalF content 
my ſelf with one of the latter kind, 
and that is the caſe of BAP FIM. Te 
this we find xhe forgiveneſs of our Sink 
aferid d i in the Scriptures in variety of 


Places. 


by Prayer, to try righitly to 


Places. . Afts li. 38. St. Peter /exhorts 
his Hearers ho had been touch'd wick 
his preceding Sermon, to renent and be 
baptized in the Name of Jeſus Chriſt, for 
the remiſſion of Sins. The ſame Adviee 
Ananias gave to Saul, Act. 32. 16. 4 
riſe and be Baptized, and waſh away thy 
Sis, calling bu t he — the Lord. And 
the ſame Doctrine we meet with in 
St. Peter, 1 Epiſt. iii. 21. T he'like E. 
gure whereunto'even Baptiſm dath al/o nom 
| ſave us, &c. And yet: Bb. Prier there 
Ceremony, . ting away the filth of 
the Fleſh, Ba «oſs ed dieren 
of Mind, that Faith and Repentance 


” 


the Perſon tobe Baptized brings along 
with him that joyo'd with that Che | 
mony of God's appointment, can have 
that Effect to conveyor; feal m0 lim 
the forgivenes: of his Sins. / Now d 
the arriving at a State of true Repen- 
tance is uſually the work of Time, and 
the eſſect of many and | noo Pray. 
ers and Meditations; and even the a 
Man in that State who thould die be- 
fore he could receive that holy Sacra- 
that ſolemn God has ap- 


pointed 
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pointed us to teſtifie .our ſincere Re- 
pentance and reſolution of Amendment, 


and has promis'd to Seal to us the Par- 


don of our Sins, we find it ſpoke of in 


ſuch a manner as tho the very Act of 


being Baptiz d convey'd to us Forgive- 


In like manner in the Caſe before 
us, to apply the ſeveral Obſervations 
We have made, no Man ever can be 
duly qualify'd for the Miniſtry, except 
God afford him the aſſiſtances of his 
Holy Spirit to enlighten his Under- 


ſtanding, and to give a right turn to 


his Will and Affections; but this is 
done in ſo eaſy and inſenſible a way, 
that there is required much Study and 


Diligence, and a proper courſe of both, 


to attain the neceſſary Qualifications 
for that Employment; without having 
any reaſon to expect that God ſhould 


furniſni that Mind with the requiſite 


Accompliſhments, that has no ways 
labour'd after acquiring them; and 


tho a Man has for a length of Time 


before the im poſition Of Hands, been 


e uy fitting himſelf for the 


Eccleſi ical Service, and 18 ſenſible 


that he has been improving in Spiritu- 


al Knowledge and other [Miniſterial 
Lg | c Abilities, 


Hy 


Abilities, by the Grace of God going 


along with his endeavours both before 


and after the, Impoſition of Hands; 
yet as he on that occaſion finally and \ 
moſt ſolemnly, fixes all his former good. 
Purpoſes and | Deſigns, by actually de- 
dicating himſelf to the Miniſtry; as 

his Service and Offer is then e 
on the part of God by the Biſhop, 
whom God has appointed his Miniſter 
lawfully to call "Men. to that Hoh 
Function: And as he is then more e- 


ſpecially recommended to the Grace of 5 


God for Aſſiſtance and Direction, we 
cannot doubt but that the Spirit of 
God is then in a more particular man- 
ner beftow'd on him; tho not with: 
thoſe ſenſible Effects attending it as 


when Maraculous Powers were con- 


ferr'd on Men in the days of the 
Apoſtles; and in putting ſuch an one 
in 5 of his Duty y, it is a moſt juſt 
and proper thing to call to his remem- 
brance the Gift of God which was in him 


by the laying on of the Biſhop's Hands, 


as being the concluſion of — good Re- 
ſolutions to dedicate himſelf to the Mi- 


niſtry, and a ſolemn admiſſion of him 


to ſerve at W Altar 5 
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I come now to the 34. thing under 
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this Head, to conſider how the Gift of 
God in Timothy by the laying on of the 
Apoſtte's Hands, was to be {tirr'd up. 

The Expreſſion here uſed, is a Me- 
taphor taken from a Fire that begins 
to grow faint and decay, and is in dan- 
ger of going our if negletted, and lig. 
nifies the 'reviving and quickening a 
Fire ſo expiring. And the Apoſtle applies 


this to the Mmiſterial Qualifications | 


where they were likely tobe extinguiſher 


in the Mind, either thro? Sloth, or thro? 
the Terrors or Allurements of tlie 
World, and adviſes Tamotiy and in him 
all Spiritual Paſtors, to quicken and 
keep alive and in vigour, the Gift of 
God in them by the laying on of 
Hands. Now, this is to be done by 


the three following ways; by Prayer, 


Meditation, and Exerciſe. And of 
meſes braefly.©- 2 T 
And r. The Gift of God coaferr' d 
oo the impoſition of Hands, is to be 


tir d up by Prayer. 


he way to which the Seripture di- 
rects us to obtain any good Thing, is 


Prayer 
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Prayer to God for it. If we want God's, _ _ 
Holy Spirit, we are there inſtructed to 2 
ash it of our Heavenly Father, Who is 
more ready to give it to them that ask 
him, than any earthly Parent to com- 

ply with the juſt requeſts of his Chil _ 
den. If any Man lack Wiſdom, he is hn © 5. 
there taught to beg it of God, that gi- 
wveth'to all men liberally, and upbraideth 
not, and it ſhall be given him: And in 
general God is there ſet forth as the 
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| It is by theſe that we can ever ar- 
1 rive at ſuch a Skill in the Myſtery of 
TR Godlineſs, as to be fit to teach and 
1 direct others, in the Way in which 
1 they muſt go to obtain Salvation, with 
Thi certainty. And it is by theſe that we 
Fil muſt work in our ſelves thoſe other 
3111 good Diſpoſitions, that will make us 
Ti! with Cheerfulneſs, Diligence, Prudence, 
10 and juſt hopes of Succeſs, go throꝰ our 
ſeveral Miniſterial Functions. But 
| now the nature of theſe habits of the 
Will Mind is fuch, that they muſt be kept 
$11 up and confirm'd by the fame methods 
_ | \_— by which they were firſt acquir'd. ' As 
1 it is by carefully peruſing the Word of 
| God, and by Study extracting from it 
if and learning the Heavenly Doctrines 
bill there contain'd, that we firft come to 
fit a tolerable meaſure of Knowledge in 
the things pertaining to the Kingdom 
1 of God; ſo it muſt be by continuing 
1 to ſearch the Scriptures, pe ab: yrs 
into their true meaning, that we mult 
I keep up that Knowledge that wou'd 
otherwiſe flip out of our Memories; 
and in like manner as it is by conſider- 
ing the neceſſity and uſefulneſs of any 
diſpoſition of Mind particularly 
; ' ; 8 re Be. 
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red of a Clergyman, or bound on every: 
Chriſtian, and the means'of acquiring 
it and motives to it, that we graduall 
work it in our ſelves; ſo the moſt el. 
fectual way of preſerving in us any 
ſuch Virtue or Excellency, will be the 
continuing often to repeat thoſe Conſi- 
derations that firſt wrought it in us; and 
the happy conſequence of thus main- 
taining our paſt acquiſitions, will be tie 
{till growing in Grace, and in the know- 
ledge of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 
The zd. way of ſtirring up the Gift 
conferrd by the impoſition of Hands, 
i Eren de WEIS 
And there is the more occaſion to 
take notice of this way of ſtirring 
up the Gift of God, becauſe it was the 
thing the Apoſtle had moſt in his Eye, 
in the Advice he here gives 'T:mothy, 
that he wou'd not be frighted or diſ- 
couraged from diſcharging his Functi- 
on by the proſpect of any Dangers it 
might expoſe him to, but that in defi- 
ance of them he wouꝰ'd go on boldly in 
the Truſt committed to him, and for 
which he was ſo well Oualifyd by the 
ſeveral Graces beſtow'd on him; t 
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hat 
he wou'd take care to inſtruct the Ig- 
norant, convince the Gainſayer, en 


hort 
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622) 5 
hort the Sluggiſh, animate the Dili- 

gent, reprove the Negligent, and as 
there was occaſion, uſe the Diſcipline 


proper for the ſeveral Caſes; he met 


with in his Flock; and that in the diſ- 
charge of theſe Offices, he wou'd 
ſhew all Prudence, Gravity, Un- 


corruptneſs, Impartiality, Meekneſs; 


and in every Chriſtian Virtue in his 
own Life, ſet a Example to the 
Church over which he was by the Pro- 

vidence of God placd. And it is by 
ſuch a diligent diſcharge of the ſeveral 
Duties lying on them as Miniſters 


of Chriſt, that the Paſtors of the 
Church moſt- effectually ſtir up in 


$701 e Let 


« 23 bo 

Let us now proceed to the Second 
n Head, the Reaſon or. Encou- 
ragement for Timothys ſtirring up the 
Gift of God whith was in him, by the lay. 
ing on of the Apoſtlès Hands, hs God had 
not given him the Spirit of Fear, but of 
Power , 1 by —_— your! of 4 Joo 

M 11. | AE 
Now by his Phraſe, Gid a ve 


us, may be underſtood," God in giving 


us "the Goſpel, and ——_ to make 
aà right uſe of the Doctrines there 
raught, hath put us in a — of acqui-- 
ring; ſo that the meaning of the whole 
verle will be, that the . Chriſtian 
Spirit, or that Frame of Mind that 
ought to be found in every true Belie- 
ver, and may be found in them, if they 
have made a right uſe of the Knowledge 
of the Goſpel: afforded them, is at 
Spirit of Fear, but ee e 2 

aud 9 uu 8 ä 


And 1. The true Chriſtian Spit, is 
not a Spirit of: Fear, 

Our Saviour whilſt he was on Barth, 
took care to forewarn-his' Diſciples of 
the Troubles and Perfecutions they 
{hou'd: meet with, and to tell them the 
ns ta there Was that they TOY go 

\ thro 


(24) 
thro! them with Courage and Reſoluti- 
on, if they conſulted their own Eternal 
Intereſt. He told them that he ext 
Zhem orth as Sheep among Wolves; that 
they ſhould be revild, and . ſpokenof 2 
all Men; that they ey ſhould be caſt out of the 
be Synagogues, ſcourg d and impriſon'd, and 
that the blindneſs, as well. as rage of - 
their Enemies, ſhou'd come to I 
Height, that ihoſoever kill d them, ſhou'd 
think he did God ſervice. . And tho a 
great deal of theſe Sufferings fell on by 
generality of Chriſtians, yet the large 
ſhare light on the Miniſters of Chi, 
whenever there came Tryals on the 
Church. Now after ſuch expreſs warn- 
ing given by our Saviour, what was to 
be expected and quietly endur'd by his 
Diſciples, it is evident that a fearful 
Frame of Mind, can never be that Spi- 
rit that the Goſpel either infuſes, or ſo 
| much : as admits of in thoſe who imbrace 
it as wud ought to do. 


Þ * 2. The true "Chriſtian: Spirit, is 
4 Spirit of Power, 1. e. every true Chri- 
ſtian has in him thoſe diſpoſitions of 
Mind, and ſuch Principles as are ſuffi- 
cient to ſupport him againſt the Ter- 
rors of the World, and to carry 2 
& thro? 


(a5) | 
thro”: what Sufferings he is expos'd-to, 
for ſteadily adhering to his Duty. 
He has in the fftſt place rendunc'd 
and mortifyd the Luſts of theFleſh;'and 
withdrawn his Affections from tlie 
things of this World. But now it ia 
by the hold, the Wealth and Greatneſs 
of the World have on us, that Suffer- 
ings, or the approach of them, are able 
to ſtrike ſuch a Terror into our Minds 
Whereas, he who no longer places his 
Happineſs in any thing below, can fee 
himſelf ſtript of one Poſſeſſion or En- 
joyment aſter another, Without having 
his Reſolution ſhaken at the 85 . 
Again, every true Chriſtian firmly bes 
lieves, that without perſevering in his 
Duty under the greateſt Trials, he 


ſhall never arrive at the Happineſs of ; 


Heaven; and that on the other hand, 
if he endure to the End, he can go 
thro? nothing here for Which he ſhall 
not be abundantly- recompens d in the 
next Life; and that theſe light Aflictions 
which-can endure but for a Moment, (ball 
work for him a far mote exceeding and erer 
cal". weight of Glory. And he has likes 
wiſe the promiſe” of our Lord, that he 
hall · be aſſiſted by God's Holy Spirit, 
to DEI upon him, ane 


Mat. 22 
37. 38. 


\ 


to prove in the end more than Conque- 
ror thro? Chriſt ſtrengthenin Rim 
And to one thus Principled, and thus. 


aſſiſted, what Calamity or Suffering 


can come that he has not Power to 


z. The true Chriſtian Spirit is like- 
wile 2 Spirit of Love. Now as here is 
nothing inthe Context to determine the 
ſenſe: to the Love of God more, than 
that of our Neighbour, or to the latter 

rather than the former, by Love we 
may very well underſtand both the 
love of God and of our Neighbour; and 
both theſe are certainly a true Chriſti- 
an Spirit. Our Saviour informs us, that 
the loving God with all the Heart, and with 
all the Soul, and with all the Mind, is the 
firſt and great Commandment, the great 
Foundation ef all Religion, which 
where it is wanting, all the Service we 
pay God is of no eſteem in his Sight. 
And indeed one great diſtinguiſhing 
Character of the Chriſtian Religion 
from the Jewiſh, ſeems to be, that the 
former is founded chiefly in Love, 
whereas the latter proceeded more up- 
on a Principle of Fear. But now where 


this Principle of Love has taken due 


1 poſſeſſion. 


a | 


poſſeſſion of the Soul, there the great 
aim of the Perſon thus Acted, Will be 
above all things tq ſeek. the Favour and 
Love of God, and all Dangers and 8 
ferings will be derts felied the 
avoiding of which might Occaſion a 
breach between him and this tranſcen- 
dent Object of his Love: And as this 
Love will ſet him on earneſtly promo ; 
ting the Glory of God, ſo will it ſupport 
him againſt thoſe Difficulties that are 
thrown in his way to deter him from 
engaging others by his Inſtructions, to 
glority God likewiſe, by obeying the 
Predepts of the Goſpel. 4] [fur 
Our Saviour makes the loving our Mat. 22. 
Neighbour as our, ſelves, the ſecond, Com. 39. 
mandment like the firſt, in being the great 
Foundation of our. diſcharging our Du- 
2 to our Neighbour, and in its exten- 
five influence on our Actions. Now. . 
this love of our Neighbour wall not on- 
ly prevent our doing him any Hurt, but 
ſet us likewiſe on being as beneficial to 
him in his ſeveral Intereſts as we can, 
and will moſt, powerfully exert it ſelf 
where we can be aſſiſtant to him in the 
-greateſt Good. And as the Salvation 
of the Soul is of greater Conſequence, 
than the obtaining any Temporal good 
100-5. | — W 2 relatin g 
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n a8 Ty 
telating either to the Body or Eſtate of 
a Mae, this Love of our Neighbour 
will ſet us on endeayouring in a more 
eſpecial manner, to help him in purſu- 
ing ſo noble an End. And tho% every 
Chiitian ma my more or leſs, and ought 

I 


according to his Opportunities and Abi. 
lities to contribute to the ſaving the 
Souls ef others, yet are thoſe dedicated 
to the Miniſtry moſt able, and beyond 
all others bound to do "Th And it the 

have a true ſenſe of the Value of thoſe 
Sduls for whom: Chriſt died, and a fer- 
vent Charity for their Neighbours, they 
will by their ” Miniſterial Labdurs endea- 
vour to aſſiſt others in this great Work, 


: tho? for ſo doing they expoſe * 


to prupjult Arten and mene 

* The true: Chriſtian Spirit is th 
pw; of @ ſound Mind. 

'The - Ward: here tranſlated; a Sound 
Mind, is in the Original os, 
and ſeems to import a Prudent, Sober, 
Sedate temper of Mind. And fach a 
oſpel tries to in- 
troduce into all its Followers. For a 
Man to abandon himſelf to Intem i — 
rance and the udance' of: _ 
Wl * to deye t himſelf 


f 55 


n 


ſon, OE) pive himſelf up to the brutiln 
rt in him. But the Goſpel, which 


is the moſt exalted Reaſon inforeid by 
the Authority of God, and the great» 
eſt Motives that can be propos d ro in- 
fluence our Wills, can find no room ina 
Mind that is not thoughtful, and cons 
_ ſiderate, its Truths can't appear to 4 
Soul darken'd with the Clouds of In- 
temperance, and. its Precepts will ne- 

ver be comply d with, Where a hurry 
of Paſſions hinder its Still Voice from 
being heard. And as moſt of our un. 
ruly Commotions are rais d in us on 
occaſion of our unreaſonable concern a+ 
bout the good Things of this Life, as 
5 are wiſhing for, purſuing, enjoying, 
or loſing them, or are ſuffering, or 
likely to ſuffer the contrary Evils; b7 
removing our Affections from the things 

on the Earth, and placing them on the 
things Above, Chriſtianity moſt ef- 
lectually calms and regulates thoſe 
Appetives that wou d — break 
out into exceſs. And tis in ſuch a 
calm and conſiderate Mind that true 
Courage reſides. Our diſorderly Paſſions 
by magnifying the Good we are lilcely 
* wee or the Evil we are in danger of 
ng, cannot: but increaſe our Fear, 
whilſt 
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whilſt at the ' ſame time by their tur- 
bulency, they grevent our calling in 
the ſuccours of Redſon and Religion, 
as a ballance to the Terrors before us. 
Whilſt the Sound Mind here ſpoken of, 
Is no ways byaſs d in favour of the 
Good things he is threaten'd with the 
loſs of, and is able calmly to ſurvey the 

real fize of the Dangers! he is expos'd 


to; and can make uſe of proper Medi- 


tations and Reflections to ſtrengthen 
his Mind, and to ſet againſt preſent 
Inconveniencies, that immenſe Reward 
to be obtained by ene [conan 
pag? in his e 0 


1 make e Avoticaden 0 —.— 


Bas been ſaid. We have ſeen, to the 


great Grief of all who wiſh well to 


Our Sion, à Spirit rais d under the ſpe- 


cious pretence of the Church, that has 
threaten'd the Ruine of both Church 
and State. There have been ſeveral 
Doctrines advanc'd making near ap- 
proaches to PopERx, and all Methods 

us'd to take off that juſt abhorrence 
this Nation has for zel had af that 
Bloody and Superſtitibus Religion. The 


People have been inſtructed to deſpiſe 
1 the — of the moſt ſolemn 


Oaths, 


Oaths, and to throw off all Allegiance 
and Subjection to His Rightful Maje- 
ſty King GRORGE. And to ꝓrevent 
their having theit Eyes opened to ſee 
their Error and Danger, no Arts have 
been omitted ef blackening as: Ene 
mies to the Church, and loading with 
the vileſt Caluninies, all ſuch. Gover- 
nors and Paſtors of the Church as have 
endeavour*d to teach their People the 
Goſpel as it is in Chriſt Jeſus, by pre- 
venting their being ſeduc d. to Popiſh 
Errors, or engaged in Perjury and Re- 
bellion. But as the barbarous;Uſage 
they have met with by the unjuſt Re- 
proaches caſt on them, and the Rage 
and Malice ſtirr'd up againſt them, 
have no ways diſcourag d them from 
the conſcientious diſcharge of their Du- 
ty: So may it pleaſe God, Who has on 
many Occaſions, wonderfully appear d 
for our Deliverance, of his Mercy to 
continue to raiſe up a Succeſſion of Bi- 
ſhops and inferior Clergy amongſt us, 
who may always endeavour to pleaſe 
God rather than Men, and in the great- 
eſt Trials to remember to ſtir up the 
Gift of God Which is in them by the 


impoſition of Hands; and that what- 
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ines Of —— and 5 
continue in Loyalty and Obedience to 
that /Family which the Providence 0 
God, and tte Laws of thè Land, have 
ſet Over ust That they may bring 
It "thier © to the Miniſtry a Mind 
Po ify'd-to the Word, and animated 
; -witht & hopes of that "Happineſs po- 
misd to all faithful Seryanrs-of Chriſt: 

that they maß be arent a heart 


Sal- 
tion of their Nei Abours q and rol 
er may Have that Ledateneſs and: 
of Soul; as mayqualify them! 
fora conſtant and — perform 
ance GfcxlHioſe Obligations ithey enter d 
| ints; When they recew/®':the Gift of 
Sad by the icpolition of Hands:- 
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